 The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest
2026 Contestant Packet

To All Potential Contestants,

The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association is proud to announce the 2026 World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest, to be held on Friday, August 14th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. PDT at the Sonoma County Fair (running August 7th –August 16th, 2026) in Santa Rosa, California!

We invite you and your one-of-a-kind canine to join us in this world-famous celebration where “ugly” means unforgettable. Contestants will take the stage to show off their unique looks, quirks, and charm, all in good fun and in honor of the incredible bond between dogs and their people. But this contest is more than a lighthearted tradition; it is a platform for advocating for adoption. Many of our contestants come from shelters or rescues, proving that second chances transform lives. By entering, you help us spread the message that every dog has value regardless of appearance, and that the very traits that make a dog “different” are often the ones that make them unforgettable.

We understand that while many owners want their pups to be recognized, not everyone loves the spotlight. If you have a bit of stage fright or prefer to stay out of the spotlight, you are welcome to have a friend, family member, or professional handler present your dog on stage for the judges. As the owner, you simply fill out this Contestant Packet and ensure that your chosen handler completes and submits the separate Handler Packet. We want you to feel comfortable so that the focus stays exactly where it belongs: on your amazing dog!

To join the 2026 roster, please read the Official Rules included in this packet and complete the fillable Entry Form and the Release & Waiver portions. These are designed to be filled out digitally and emailed back to us at entryoffice@sonomamarinag.com. Please remember that if someone else is taking the stage with your dog, their Handler Packet must also be submitted by the same entry deadline.

[image: ]We are thrilled to welcome you and your dog into this joyful tradition. Together, we’ll celebrate uniqueness, laughter, and the extraordinary love that makes every dog truly beautiful.

With excitement and gratitude,

The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association

Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association


Important: All contestants must comply with the Official Contest Rules and Release & Waiver. Participation requires timely entry submission, proof of current veterinary records, contest-day check-in, and adherence to all behavior and safety guidelines. If someone other than the owner will handle the dog during the contest, that individual must also complete a separate Handler Form & Waiver.

Throughout this packet, the terms Fourth District Agricultural Association (4th DAA) and Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association refer to the same organization.
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The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest
How to Complete & Submit Your Entry
Before filling out the form, please read this entire packet to understand the contest rules, deadlines, required materials, and whether a separate Handler Packet must also be completed.

1. Use the Fillable Word Document
This packet is designed as a fillable form. You can type directly into the fields on your computer. Once complete, you must save the document as a PDF to ensure all your data and signatures are captured. Please note that while the form is digital, supplemental documents (like vet records) must be scanned as high-quality PDFs for submission.

2. All Fields & Required Pages Must Be Submitted
Every fillable field must be completed, and all required pages — Entry Form + signed Release & Waiver (and Handler Form & Waiver if applicable) — must be returned by email. If anything is missing or unsigned, we will contact you for corrections before your entry can be accepted.

3. Save Your Completed Form
· Go to File → Save As a PDF to save a copy for your records.
· Re-open the saved file to confirm your answers and signatures appear correctly before sending.

4. Submit by Email
Only email entries will be accepted. Email all required pages to entryoffice@sonomamarinag.com no later than Friday, July 17th, 2026, 5:00 p.m. PDT. All documents must be sent as PDFs or high-quality digital files; cell phone photos of paperwork (blurry, dark, or angled images) will not be accepted. 

Note: While digital files are used for the initial entry, you must bring physical paper copies of your dog’s current vaccination records and the official Airline Health Certificate (CVI) for the Friday, August 14th, 2026, check-in. Digital photos or images on a phone/tablet will NOT be accepted at check-in.

5. If a Separate Handler Will Show Your Dog
If someone other than the owner will handle your dog during the contest, that person must also complete and submit the Handler Packet (available separately) by the same deadline — Friday, July 17th, 2026, 5:00 p.m. PDT. Handler changes after this deadline or on contest day will not be accepted.

6. Need Help?
If you have trouble typing in the fields, saving the file, or emailing it, contact us at:

Phone: 707-283-3247 | Email: entryoffice@sonomamarinag.com

Please Note: The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest is an in-person event at the Sonoma County Fair. Only the Contestant Packet, Handler Packet, signed Release & Waivers, and any required supporting documents (such as the dog’s digital photo, biography, and veterinary records) are submitted electronically by email. Printed or mailed packets will not be accepted. All contestants and handlers must also read and comply with the full Official Contest Rules contained in this packet.

The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest
Contest Information & Highlights

Contest Date: Time & Location
The 2026 World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest will be held on Friday, August 14th, 2026, during the Sonoma County Fair (running August 7th–16th, 2026) at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds in Santa Rosa, California.
· Check-In Window: 3:45 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. PDT (backstage)
· Mandatory Contestant Meeting: 4:30 p.m. PDT (backstage)
· Main Stage Event: 6:00 p.m. PDT

Important Arrival Note: Late arrivals (any contestant checking in after 4:15 p.m.) may be disqualified from the contest at management’s discretion to ensure the production remains on schedule.

What is Required to Enter? 
To be considered a complete entry, you must submit the following documentation via email to entryoffice@sonomamarinag.com by the deadline of Friday, July 17th, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. PDT:
1. Completed & Signed Entry Form: All fields must be filled out, including the owner’s legal contact information.
2. A Compelling Dog Biography: This story is used by the judges for the Spirit Award and by the Emcee during your on-stage interview. Tell us about your dog’s history, personality, and why they are special!
3. High-Quality Digital Photo: A clear, high-resolution photo of your dog. This image is required for our internal contestant database and will be used on the Official Judging Sheets to ensure correct identification on contest day. It may also be provided to the Emcee for introductions and to our media partners for promotions.
4. Proof of Current Vaccinations: Email a clear digital scan (PDF preferred) of your dog’s current vaccination records (including Rabies). 
5. Entry Fee: There is no entry fee to participate in the World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest!

Note: Photos of documents (cell phone pictures) will not be accepted. This is required to complete your entry file.

Critical On-Site Requirement: You must bring physical paper copies of these two documents to the check-in desk on August 14th, 2026:
1. Your dog's current vaccination records (including Rabies).
2. The airline health certificate (dated between August 6th and August 13th, 2026).

Note: Digital photos or images on a phone/tablet will not be accepted. Records must be physical paper copies.

Post-Entry: What Happens Next? 
Once your entry is processed and accepted, the Entry Office will send a follow-up confirmation email. In the weeks leading up to the event, you will receive an official contestant letter. This letter will provide all necessary logistical details, including your specific entry gate, arrival procedures, and parking instructions for the Sonoma County Fairgrounds.

Our Presenting Partners & Sponsors
We are proud to recognize the partners who make this world-famous event possible:
· Sonoma County Fair: Our official host, providing the world-class stage and celebration space for this wonderful tradition.
· NBC® Today Show: Official sponsor of the media trip. NBC provides all-expenses-paid travel for the winning dog and handler to appear live on national television in New York City.
· Mug® Root Beer: A primary sponsor that celebrates our champions. Mug creates exclusive, custom merchandise featuring the winning dog to spread the message that all dogs are lovable, regardless of their appearance.

Prizes, Awards & Disbursement Information
· First-Place: $5,000 Total Award (issued via check), the official World’s Ugliest Dog® trophy, and the trip to New York City.
· Second Place: $3,000 Total Award (issued via check) and a trophy.
· Third Place: $2,000 Total Award (issued via check) and a trophy.
· The Spirit Award: This honor recognizes a dog and owner whose biography demonstrates a special bond, resilience, or inspiration. The Spirit Award winner receives a trophy and recognition on stage. This award may not be won by the same dog in consecutive years.

Important Disbursement Rules: For security and tax purposes, no cash or checks are distributed on-site at the event. All prize money is issued via check and mailed to the registered owner after the conclusion of the event. All prizes and trophies are awarded solely to the registered owner of the dog as listed on the Entry Form. Handlers are not entitled to prize money or trophies. A completed IRS Form W-9 must be provided to the Entry Office before any check can be processed. All winners are solely responsible for local, state, and federal taxes.

The NBC® Today Show Media Trip 
The First-Place winner (dog and handler) must be prepared for immediate next-day travel to New York City.
· Schedule: Current travel is scheduled to depart Saturday, August 15th, 2026, for a live appearance on the Today Show on Monday, August 17th, 2026, returning Tuesday, August 18th, 2026.
· The Handler-of-Record: The person who presents the dog on stage must be the person who accompanies the dog to New York. Participation in the sponsored media trip is optional. As the official broadcast partner, NBC® is granted the first official interview; if the winner chooses to decline this first-interview requirement or cannot fulfill the travel schedule, the trip portion of the prize is forfeited, though the cash award remains with the winner. In the event of such forfeiture, the Second-Place winner may be invited to participate in the media tour at the sole discretion of NBC®.
· Health Certificate: The owner is responsible for obtaining and paying for the airline-required health certificate (CVI). This document must be dated between August 6th and August 13th, 2026, to satisfy the airline's 10-day travel window. You must present the physical paper original at check-in.


Backstage Policies & Safety
· Admission: The dog and one (1) designated handler receive free fair admission. All other family members and guests must purchase tickets and enter through public gates.
· Backstage Access: Only the dog and the one designated handler are allowed in the backstage, “Dog Park”, and staging areas. Minor children and additional guests are strictly prohibited backstage.
· Guest Liability: The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association and Sonoma County Fairgrounds assume no responsibility or liability for minor children or guests of contestants who are left unattended in public areas while the contestant is backstage or in our other designated contestant areas of the contest (backstage, “dog park”, and staging areas).
· Dry Zone & Conduct: All designated contestant areas of the contest (backstage, “dog park”, and staging areas) are strictly alcohol-free zones. Consumption of alcohol or intoxication will result in immediate disqualification. Aggressive dog behavior or inappropriate handler conduct may result in removal from the fairgrounds at management’s discretion.
· Apparel & Branding Policy: To maintain a professional look for our broadcast and sponsors, we enforce a strict "No Advertising" policy. Handlers may not wear clothing, hats, or accessories displaying logos for third-party businesses or organizations (e.g., local pet stores or grooming businesses, etc.). Please wear non-branded attire. If you arrive in branded apparel, you will be asked to change or cover the logo before taking the stage.

Contest Outline: What to Expect
The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest is a world-class production. From the moment you arrive, you are part of a high-energy, recorded event with a heavy media presence. Please be prepared for cameras, bright lights, and interviews at all points of the evening.

1. Arrival, Check-In & "Lean" Backstage Policy
· The Check-In: You must present your physical Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI/Airline Health Certificate) dated between August 6th and August 13th, 2026, along with current vaccination records at the backstage check-in area.
· Minimal Gear Policy: To keep our production areas professional and clear for film crews, only the Handler-of-Record and the Dog are permitted in the secure contest zones (Backstage, “Dog Park”, and staging areas). Please note the Sonoma County Fairgrounds enforces a strict clear bag policy for the entire fairgrounds and all secure contest zones (Backstage, 'Dog Park', and all staging areas). Any personal items brought into these areas must be in a clear plastic, vinyl, or PVC bag. You are responsible for knowing and following the official fairgrounds policy regarding bag sizes and prohibited items.
· Support Team Assistance: We strongly encourage your support team (friends/family) to assist by holding all personal items, large bags, and non-essential gear outside of the contest areas.

2. Mandatory Production Meeting
Once checked in, all handlers must attend the mandatory briefing backstage.
· The Briefing: We will go over the Run of Show in detail and provide a walk-through of the stage entrance and exit.
· Apparel Check: We will confirm you are complying with our "Clean Stage" policy. No third-party business logos or branded clothing are permitted on stage or in media areas.

3. The "Dog Park" Media Hour
Following the meeting, handlers and dogs move to the “Dog Park”. This area is open to the media and fair guests to meet the dogs.
· Stroller & Carrier Policy: We understand some dogs are seniors or have mobility issues. Strollers/carriers are permitted in all areas if needed, but they must be small and non-bulky.
· No Personal Items: Purses, human gear, bulky items, or personal items are not allowed in the “Dog Park” area. These must be left in the backstage area or with your support team (friends/family). Only items necessary for the dog should remain in the stroller or carrier.
· Media Interaction: Media crews will conduct candid interviews and film the dogs. Showcasing your dog’s personality here is vital.

4. Individual Red Carpet Walk & Introduction 
The official show begins with your grand entrance. Each dog and handler will be called to the stage individually.
· The Solo Walk: You will walk the Red Carpet alone for the judges and fans. You will pause for official photos at the Official Sponsor Backdrop.
· Introduction: You will proceed onto the main stage for a brief introduction by the Emcee, then return backstage to wait for your formal interview segment.

5. Individual On-Stage Interviews 
Handlers will be called up from backstage one by one for their formal interview with the Emcee.
· The Interview: While the Emcee often uses your submitted biography (breed, age, rescue story) as a starting point, be prepared for any and all questions about your dog. The Emcee may ask about their quirks, funny habits, or unexpected stories. This is your time to stay engaged with the cameras and the crowd!
· Post-Interview: After your segment, you will return to the “Dog Park” to wait for the judges' final deliberation.

6. The Final Results & Crowning 
The Spirit Award winner and the Top 3 finalists will be called back to the stage for the results.
· Awards: Winners are announced in order: Spirit Award, 3rd Place, 2nd Place.
· The Champion: The ceremony concludes with the crowning of the new World’s Ugliest Dog® champion!

7. Winner’s Travel, Paperwork, and Trophy Logistics 
Immediately following the crowning of the winner, the First Place Winner and their Handler will be escorted directly from the stage to the Entry Office. To protect the exclusivity of our media partnerships, the winner is prohibited from conducting any media interviews or press appearances on the fairgrounds following the win until all official paperwork is complete. Failure to follow the official escort or participating in unauthorized interviews may result in the immediate forfeiture of the NBC® media trip. Once at the Entry Office, this meeting is mandatory to finalize travel arrangements for the media trip to New York City and to complete all official winners' affidavits and tax documentation. Travel is currently scheduled to depart on Saturday, August 15th, 2026, and return on Monday, August 17th, 2026; however, all travel dates, flight times, and media appearances are tentative and subject to change at the sole discretion of NBC® and the Association. If the First Place Winner or Handler is unable to fulfill travel requirements, the Second Place Winner may be invited to participate in the media tour at the sole discretion of NBC®. Handlers and owners must not leave the fairgrounds until this process is complete.

Trophy Transportation and Shipping Policy
Winners are expected to take possession of their trophies on the night of the event. Because the First-Place Winner travels to New York City almost immediately, we strongly encourage you to have a friend or family member take the trophy home for you. These awards are shipped as large, fully assembled units; therefore, professional crating and shipping fees are very high. Should you choose to ship your trophy, the registered owner is 100% responsible for all costs. To ship your trophy, you must provide your credit card and shipping information to the Entry Office before leaving the fairgrounds. The Association will facilitate the shipment but is not liable for trophies once they are delivered to the carrier.
The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest
Official Contest Rules

By submitting an Entry Form, all contestants, owners, and handlers agree to comply with the following official rules and regulations of the World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest. Failure to follow these rules may result in disqualification, forfeiture of awards, and/or removal from the contest and fairgrounds.

Animal Health & Safety
1. Mandatory Veterinary Documentation:
· Vaccination Records: All dogs must have current veterinary health records, including proof of vaccinations, submitted with their entry form. A physical copy of these records must also be brought to the contest for verification.
· CVI/Airline Health Certificate: Because the winner travels to New York City shortly after the contest, all contestants must also bring a physical Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI/Airline Health Certificate). To meet airline and state requirements, this document must be issued by your veterinarian between August 6th and August 13th, 2026. A physical copy of these records must be brought to the contest for verification.
· Verification: Dogs without both complete, up-to-date vaccination records and a valid CVI will not be permitted to participate in the contest.

2. Any dog showing signs of illness, injury, or communicable disease will not be admitted or allowed to remain on the fairgrounds.

3. Dogs originating from premises under quarantine for disease will not be admitted or allowed to remain on the fairgrounds.

4. All animal health decisions will be made in the best interest of the individual dog as well as the health and safety of other animals at the fair.

5. Management reserves the right to request additional veterinary documentation at any time and may deny participation to any dog that does not meet health and safety requirements.

6. Any misrepresentation of a dog’s health, age, history, or identity may result in immediate disqualification.

Handler Conduct & Animal Welfare
7. All participants must comply with the Sonoma County Fairgrounds clear bag policy for entry to the grounds and all contest areas. Handlers and Owners are responsible for reviewing and complying with the official bag specifications and prohibited items list found on the Sonoma County Fairgrounds website. This policy applies to the entire fairgrounds as well as all secure contest zones.

8. Contestants, owners, and handlers must bring all supplies necessary for the care and comfort of their dog, including pet waste supplies (such as waste bags), food, dishes, bedding, carriers, leashes, and any other essential items. The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association will provide water for the dogs and handlers.

9. Contestants, owners, and handlers must treat their dogs humanely and respectfully at all times. Clothing, costumes, or accessories that advertise or promote any organization, business, or political cause are prohibited. Any inhumane, unsafe, or inappropriate action toward a dog will result in disqualification, forfeiture of awards, and removal of both the contestant and the dog from the fairgrounds.

10. Dogs must remain under the direct control of their handler at all times. Aggressive, unsafe, or uncontrollable dogs may be disqualified and removed from the contest and the fairgrounds at management’s discretion.

11. Dogs may not be intentionally altered in any way to enhance appearance specifically for the purpose of this contest.

12. Dogs must be under the control of the handler at all times. All handlers must be 18 years of age or older. Contestants are expected to maintain professional conduct toward staff, judges, and other participants. Because the contest takes place during the Sonoma County Fair (running August 7th – 16th, 2026), please allow significant extra time for traffic and entry processing. The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association or the Sonoma County Fair are not responsible for contestants who are scratched from the contest due to traffic delays or difficulty locating the designated entry gate and parking lot. Any handler exhibiting inappropriate behavior or failing to follow staff instructions will be subject to immediate disqualification and removal.

13. Once a contestant has checked in, the contest is considered to have officially begun for that participant. Only the registered dog and their designated handler/owner are permitted in backstage areas, including the “Dog Park” and staging areas. Family members, friends, or other guests are not allowed in these areas. Dogs must be under the control of the handler at all times. Once you check in on Friday, August 14th, 2026, you and your dog are officially underway in the contest. The Association and fairgrounds assume no responsibility or liability for minor children or guests of contestants who are left unattended in public areas while the handler is participating in the contest.

14. Handlers must remain in designated areas. Once you check in, you and your dog are officially underway in the contest. There is a 30–45 minute window between check-in and the Mandatory Production Meeting. You are required to remain in the designated backstage area during this time and should not leave to obtain food, drinks, or other items. If you are not present and ready for the Mandatory Meeting, you will be scratched from the contest immediately. Bathroom breaks are permitted; however, handlers are encouraged to take care of personal needs before the contest begins. If a handler must step away, their dog must remain in the contest area and be attended to at all times by a responsible individual designated by the handler. The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association, the Fourth District Agricultural Association, and the Sonoma County Fair are not responsible for supervising or caring for contestants’ dogs at any time. For the Grand Prize winner, the contest is not concluded until the First-Place Winner and their Handler-of-Record report to the Entry Office immediately following the contest. This meeting is mandatory to coordinate travel logistics for the New York media trip and to finalize required documentation. Do not leave the fairgrounds until you have been officially cleared by the Entry Office.
15. Each dog may have only one designated handler. No additional individuals — including owners, family members, or guests — may accompany the dog in the official contest areas, which include the Check-In Area, Backstage, Main Stage, Red Carpet, “Dog Park, and other staging areas. This rule is enforced to ensure safety, maintain order, and provide adequate space for all contestants and staff.

16. Each dog entered in the contest must have its own completed Entry Form, Release & Waiver, and designated handler. An individual may not serve as a handler for more than one (1) dog.

17. If the listed handler is unable to attend, the owner must notify contest management and provide the replacement handler’s information no later than Friday, July 17th, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. PDT (the same deadline as the entry forms). A completed Handler Form & Waiver for the replacement handler must also be submitted by this deadline. No substitutions or handler changes will be accepted after this deadline or on contest day. Once the contest has begun, the designated handler may not be changed or substituted at any time.

18. Props, amplified noise devices, costumes, or disruptive conduct intended to distract from other contestants are prohibited and may result in disqualification.

19. In the event of a health emergency involving a contestant’s dog and/or handler, contest management reserves the right to summon veterinary or emergency assistance, remove the dog from participation, or take any action deemed necessary for the animals or humans well-being.

20. Handlers must not be under the influence of drugs or alcohol during the contest. Any such behavior may result in immediate disqualification.

21. Inappropriate, disrespectful, or disruptive behavior toward contest staff, judges, volunteers, or other participants may result in disqualification and removal from the fairgrounds.

22. To maintain a professional look for our broadcast and sponsors, we enforce a strict "No Advertising" policy. Handlers may not wear clothing, hats, or accessories displaying logos for third-party businesses or organizations (e.g., local pet stores, grooming businesses, etc.). Please wear non-branded attire. If you arrive in branded apparel, you will be asked to change or cover the logo before taking the stage.

Contest Governance
23. All contestants must comply with state and federal animal health regulations as well as Sonoma County Fair health requirements.

24. Determinations made by the official contest judges are final and may not be appealed.

25. All contest results and judges’ decisions are final.

26. The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest will be conducted under the American Judging System, with awards presented for First, Second, and Third Place, as well as the Spirit Award.

27. All contestants must be present in person at the contest. Remote participation (Zoom®, video, or other virtual formats) will not be accepted.

28. All dogs will compete in a single class; no divisions will be made by breed or pedigree.

29. Contestants must check in by the designated time on contest day. Late arrivals may be denied participation at management’s discretion.

30. Each contestant dog and their designated handler will receive free admission to the Sonoma County Fair on contest day only. All other attendees — including additional handlers, family members, friends, and spectators — must purchase fair admission tickets to enter the fairgrounds and attend the contest.

31. All completed Entry Forms and required materials must be submitted by email to entryoffice@sonomamarinag.com no later than Friday, July 17th, 2026, 5:00 p.m. PDT. 
Note: Printed or mailed packets will not be accepted. Only email entries will be accepted.

32. Each entry must include: proof of current veterinary records (including rabies vaccination), a high-quality digital photograph (.jpg format preferred), and a biography for use in official contest materials and media coverage.

33. Biographies must include: the dog’s name, age, breed, hometown and state, how the dog was acquired, personality traits, and the number of years the dog has been entered in the contest. You may include any other information you would like to provide in the biography. This information may be used in official publications, media stories, and announcements during the contest.

34. A dog may not win the Spirit Award in two consecutive years. This award is based primarily on the biography submitted with the entry and is intended to recognize resilience and the special bond between dog and owner.

35. The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association reserves the right to cancel, postpone, or modify the contest at any time due to weather, emergencies, or other circumstances beyond its control. Contest format, timing, or location may also be adjusted for the health and safety of participants.

Awards & Winner Responsibilities
36. Contest winners are responsible for any expenses associated with shipping their trophy if they choose not to take it home on contest day, Friday, August 14th, 2026. The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association will assist with shipping arrangements; however, all costs will remain the sole responsibility of the winner. The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association does not provide a specific disbursement date, as it depends on the processing of sponsor funds; checks are mailed once all official processing is complete. All prize winners are solely responsible for any applicable local, state, or federal taxes. A completed IRS Form W-9 must be submitted to the Association before any prize checks will be issued. The Association is not responsible for delays in prize disbursement due to missing or incomplete tax documentation or the timing of sponsor fund transfers.

37. The First-Place Winner and their dog will participate in the sponsored New York media trip currently scheduled from Saturday, August 15th through Tuesday, August 18th, 2026, for a national television appearance on Monday, August 17th, 2026. The winner/handler must be 18 years of age or older. Winners must have a valid federal travel ID (Real ID or passport) in their possession at the time of the contest and ensure their dog meets all airline requirements, including a veterinary record dated within ten (10) days of travel and an airline-approved carrier. Flights are currently booked on American Airlines; contestants must review and comply with its pet-travel policy (https://www.aa.com/i18n/travel-info/special-assistance/pets.jsp). Dogs over 20 lbs may face additional airline requirements. NBC® and the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association will coordinate travel arrangements immediately after the contest. Contestants who decline the trip, or fail to provide valid federal identification for the flight, will still receive prize money but forfeit the travel portion of the prize. The First-Place Winner is solely responsible for obtaining and paying for any updated veterinary health certificates required by the airline within the necessary 10-day window prior to travel. The First-Place Winner serves as an ambassador for the Association; any conduct during the media trip that is deemed unprofessional or damaging to the contest’s reputation may result in the forfeiture of remaining prize benefits.

38. By entering the contest, each contestant grants the Fourth District Agricultural Association (Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association) permission to use the contestant’s and the dog’s name, image, likeness, voice, and biography in any media — including photos, video, print, broadcast, and online — for promotional, educational, or news purposes related to the World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest, without additional notice or compensation.

39. All media appearances and interviews must acknowledge the Sonoma County Fair in Santa Rosa, California, and the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association as the hosts and organizers of the contest, and must reflect favorably on the contest’s mission to advocate for adoption and animal welfare.

40. If the First-Place Winner is unavailable for scheduled media appearances, the Second and Third Place winners may be invited to serve as ambassadors. The First-Place award will not be reassigned under any circumstances.

41. The handler who presents the dog on stage during the contest is the official Handler-of-Record. If that dog is selected as a winner, the same handler must accompany the dog to all required post-contest media appearances, including travel to New York. No substitutions or reassignment of travel privileges will be permitted.

42. The First-Place Winner is strongly encouraged to participate in the sponsored New York media trip. While the media trip is not a requirement to receive the cash prize, it is a primary component of the First-Place award. If the winner declines to travel, the travel portion of the prize package will be forfeited. To maintain broadcast exclusivity, the winner must grant NBC® their first official interview. If the winner chooses to conduct an interview with another outlet prior to the NBC® appearance, they immediately forfeit the New York media trip. In such cases, the Second-Place winner may be invited to participate at the sole discretion of NBC®.

43. While participating in the sponsored media trip, the Winner and Handler-of-Record act as official ambassadors for the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association and the World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest. Participants are expected to maintain a professional demeanor and comply with all scheduling and security requests made by NBC® or Association staff. Any conduct that is deemed detrimental to the reputation of the Contest or the Fair during the media tour may result in the immediate termination of the trip at the participant's expense.

44. The contestant selected for the NBC® media package must follow the designated travel itinerary. Travel arrangements will be made immediately following the contest on Friday, August 14th, 2026. The contestant is currently scheduled to fly to New York on Saturday, August 15th, 2026, participate in Today Show filming on Monday, August 17th, 2026, and return home on Tuesday, August 18th, 2026. All dates are subject to change at NBC®’s discretion.

45. NBC® will make all travel arrangements for the winning dog immediately following the contest, with assistance from the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association. One representative from NBC® and one representative from the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association will accompany the handler and dog on the trip. Contestants may not independently arrange travel or media appearances that conflict with this agreement.

46. Contestants may not independently arrange conflicting media or travel appearances while participating in the official NBC® media package.

47. The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association reserves the right to interpret, amend, or modify these rules at any time for clarity, fairness, or operational necessity. These rules are subject to change without notice when required for compliance with state/local regulations or to ensure safety.

48. All judges’ decisions are final and are not subject to change or appeal.

49. All dates and times listed for the World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest and associated events are subject to change at the sole discretion of the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association, the Sonoma County Fair, or NBC.

50. Participants are solely responsible for all travel costs and expenses associated with traveling to and participating in the contest. Only the specific NBC® media trip for the winner is sponsored and paid for by the Association/Partners.
The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest
2026 Contestant Entry Form

The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association proudly presents the 2026 World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest on Friday, August 14th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. PDT at the Sonoma County Fair. Join us as contestants show off their unique looks, personalities, and charm — all in good fun and in celebration of the bond between dogs and their people. By submitting this Entry Form, you register your dog for the contest lineup and provide details we’ll use to share your dog’s story with the audience and media. All entry forms, waivers, and required materials must be submitted by email by Friday, July 17th, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. PDT.

Important: The owner must complete and sign this Entry Form and the Release & Waiver. The owner’s contact information is required for official registration and communication. If a different person will handle the dog during the contest (on stage), they must submit a separate Handler Form & Waiver before the event. No handler changes are allowed once the contest begins.


	Owners Information
	Dogs Information

	Owner's Name:  Click or tap here to enter text.
	Dog’s Name:  Click or tap here to enter text.

	Phone Number:  Click or tap here to enter text.
	Age:  Click or tap here to enter text.

	Email:  Click or tap here to enter text.
	Breed:  Click or tap here to enter text.

	Address:  Click or tap here to enter text.
	Color:  Click or tap here to enter text.

	City:  Click or tap here to enter text.
	Size:      ☐  Extra-Small ( Under 10lbs)

	State:  Click or tap here to enter text.
	                 ☐  Small (10 – 25lbs)

	ZIP Code:  Click or tap here to enter text.
	                 ☐  Medium (26 – 50lbs)

	
	                 ☐  Large (51 – 90lbs)

	
	                 ☐  Extra-Large (91+ lbs)

	
	

	Who will handle the dog during the contest?
	Does your dog have a Facebook Page?

	☐  Owner (listed above)
	☐  Yes

	☐  Other (Handler Form & Waiver required)
	☐  No

	
	If yes, name of page (if no, leave blank): 

	Are you 18 years of age or older?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	☐  Yes
	

	☐  No
	Does your dog have an Instagram page?

	
	☐  Yes

	Has your dog competed in the contest before?
	☐  No

	☐  Yes – Which year(s)?  Click or tap here to enter text.
	If yes, name of page (if no, leave blank): 

	☐  No
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	

	Which local newspapers and television stations should we send our news release to (optional)?

	Click or tap here to enter text.


Emergency Contact
	Name:  Click or tap here to enter text.
	

	Phone Number:  Click or tap here to enter text.
	

	Relationship:  Click or tap here to enter text.
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The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest
2026 Contestant Release & Waiver

In consideration of my dog’s acceptance by the Fourth District Agricultural Association (Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association) as a contestant in the 2026 World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest, I hereby agree and understand the following:

1. Release of Liability
Neither the State of California, the Fourth District Agricultural Association (Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association), the Sonoma County Fair, nor their officers, agents, representatives, employees, or volunteers shall be held legally liable or responsible for any loss, injury, or damage which may occur to myself, my family members/friends/guests, or my dog by reason of the negligence, misconduct, or conduct of any person or entity whatsoever. I further acknowledge that the Association and fairgrounds are not responsible for the supervision or safety of my guests or minor children, who are not permitted in restricted contestant areas.

2. Assumption of Risk
I acknowledge that participation involves inherent risks to myself and the dog, including risks associated with commercial air travel and live media appearances, and I voluntarily assume all such risks.

3. Rules and Regulations
I agree to abide by all Official Contest Rules of the World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest. I specifically agree to comply with the Sonoma County Fairgrounds clear bag policy for entry to the grounds.

4. Animal Care & Supervision
I agree that my dog will remain under my control or that of my designated handler at all times and will never be left unattended. Bathroom breaks are allowed, but the dog must stay supervised by a responsible adult. I understand the Fourth District Agricultural Association (Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association) and the Sonoma County Fair are not responsible for supervising or caring for my dog. I will follow all restricted-area and backstage access rules in the Official Contest Rules.

5. Veterinary Records & Health 
I agree to provide current veterinary health records, including proof of rabies vaccination, as part of my entry form. I further agree to bring a physical copy of my dog’s veterinary records to the contest for verification. Additionally, I agree to provide and bring a physical Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI/Airline Health Certificate) issued by a licensed veterinarian between August 6th and August 13th, 2026. I understand that the primary winner must travel via airline to New York City for media appearances and that failure to provide these specific documents at check-in will result in immediate disqualification from the contest.




6. Substitute Handlers
I understand that if a listed handler cannot attend, a replacement handler must be approved by contest management and must complete and sign a separate Handler Form and Waiver. No substitutions will be permitted without prior approval and completed documentation.

7. Handler-of-Record & Travel Requirement
I understand and agree that the handler who presents my dog on stage during the contest is the official Handler-of-Record. If my dog wins, that handler must accompany the dog to all required post-contest media appearances, including the sponsored New York trip. No substitutions or reassignment of travel privileges will be permitted under any circumstances. The dog that wins must travel with the handler who showed them on stage.

8. NBC® Media Agreement, Travel & Forfeiture Conditions
I understand and agree that NBC® is the official broadcast partner of the World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest. If my dog wins and I choose to accept the sponsored New York media trip, NBC® will conduct the first official interview. If I decline to make NBC® my dog’s first interview, the sponsored trip will be forfeited. I understand that participation in the NBC® media package includes travel to New York, with departure currently scheduled on Saturday, August 15th, 2026, Today Show filming on Monday, August 17th, 2026, and return travel on Tuesday, August 18th, 2026. All flights for the sponsored trip are currently booked on American Airlines; contestants must review and comply with American Airlines’ current pet-travel policy (available at: https://www.aa.com/i18n/travel-info/special-assistance/pets.jsp). Dogs over 20 pounds may be subject to additional airline requirements, and contestants are responsible for compliance. Travel arrangements will be coordinated immediately following the contest by NBC® in partnership with the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association. One representative from NBC® and one representative from the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association will accompany the winning dog and handler on the trip. I further understand that the winning dog must travel with the Handler-of-Record who presented them on stage during the contest. No substitutions or reassignment of travel privileges will be permitted. If I decline to travel, the New York trip portion of the prize package will be forfeited, though the prize money will still be awarded. I further acknowledge that all dates associated with the contest and media appearances are tentative and subject to change at the sole discretion of the Association or NBC®.

9. Trophy Shipping Responsibility
I understand that if I choose not to take my trophy home on contest day, Friday, August 14th, 2026, I am solely responsible for all expenses associated with its professional crating and shipment. The Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association will facilitate shipping arrangements; however, all costs remain my sole responsibility. To initiate this process, I must provide the Entry Office with my valid credit card information and a confirmed shipping address on the night of the event. I agree that the Association assumes no liability for any damage or loss of the trophy once it has been transferred to the commercial carrier for shipment.

10. Media & Promotion Release
I grant the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association a worldwide, perpetual, royalty-free right to use my (and/or my dog’s) name, likeness, image, voice, and biography in any photographs, videos, recordings, print, broadcast, or online media for promotional, educational, advertising, or news purposes related to the World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest, without further notice or compensation.
11. Additional Conditions
All awards are final. If the First-Place Winner is unavailable for interviews or appearances, the Second and Third Place winners may be contacted by media or sponsors to serve as contest ambassadors; however, the First-Place award will not be reassigned. All media appearances and interviews must reference the Sonoma County Fair in Santa Rosa, California, and the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association as the hosts and organizers of the contest and should reflect favorably on the contest and its mission of promoting adoption and celebrating animal welfare.

12. Mandatory Winner’s Meeting: Immediately following the final photos and the conclusion of the contest, the Handler-of-Record for the First-Place winner must report to the Entry Office on the fairgrounds. This meeting is mandatory to coordinate travel logistics for the New York media trip and to finalize required documentation. You must not leave the fairgrounds until you have been officially cleared by the Entry Office.

13. Legal Terms
This agreement shall be governed by and construed under the laws of the State of California. If any provision of this agreement is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect.

Acknowledgment and Signature
By signing below, I confirm that I have read and fully understand the Official Contest Rules and this Release & Waiver, and I voluntarily agree to be legally bound by them. I agree to comply with all rules and requirements and accept the risks involved in participating in the contest. I acknowledge that my electronic or handwritten signature carries the same legal effect.

By typing your name below, you consent to the use of your electronic signature, which you agree carries the same force and effect as a handwritten signature.

Owner’s Signature:

Click or tap here to enter text.

Date:  Click or tap here to enter text.


Note: If you select to have a separate handler other than the owner, you must include the completed Handler Form & Waiver (see separate Handler Packet) with your entry. If the handler changes later, the new form must also be submitted by Friday, July 17th, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. PDT. No handler changes will be accepted after this deadline or on contest day.


World’s Ugliest Dog® is a registered trademark of the Sonoma–Marin Agricultural Association. NBC® is a registered trademark of NBCUniversal Media, LLC. Mug® is a registered trademark of PepsiCo, Inc. All rights reserved.


Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association
4th District Agricultural Association
707-283-3247
entryoffice@sonomamarinag.com

The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest
Contest FAQ

Q1. Is there a fee to enter my dog in the contest? 
A: No. There is no entry fee to participate. Furthermore, each contestant dog and one designated handler will receive complimentary admission to the Sonoma County Fair on the day of the event.

Q2. When is the entry deadline?
A: All completed Contestant Entry Packets and Handler Packets must be submitted by Friday, July 17th, 2026, 5:00 p.m. PDT. Only email entries are accepted at entryoffice@sonomamarinag.com. Late or incomplete submissions may not be accepted.

Q3. What must I include with my entry?
A: Your emailed entry must include all of the following:
· Completed Contestant Entry Form/Release & Waiver (signed by owner)
· A high-quality digital photo of your dog (.jpg format)
· A written biography (dog’s name, age, breed, hometown/state, how acquired, personality traits, years entered, etc.)
· Proof of current rabies vaccination and other veterinary records
· If someone other than the owner will handle the dog in the contest, a completed Handler Form & Waiver must also be submitted by the same deadline

Q4. Can I change my designated handler later?
A: Yes — you may change your handler up until the entry deadline of Friday, July 17th, 2026, 5:00 p.m. PDT. The replacement handler must submit a new Handler Form & Waiver by that same deadline. No handler changes are allowed after the deadline or on contest day.

Q5. Where and when is the contest held?
A: The contest takes place Friday, August 14th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. PDT at the Sonoma County Fair (running August 7th – 16th, 2026) in Santa Rosa, CA.

Q6. What time do I need to arrive on contest day?
A: Important Times:
· Check-In: 3:45 – 4:15 p.m. PDT
· Mandatory Contestant Meeting: 4:30 p.m. PDT
· Contest Start: 6:00 p.m. PDT

Note: Late arrivals may be denied participation at management’s discretion.

Q7. Do contestants get free admission to the fair?
A: Each contestant dog and their designated handler receive free admission to the Sonoma County Fair on contest day (Friday, August 14th, 2026). All other family, friends, or guests must purchase their own fair admission tickets.

Q8. What do I need to bring on contest day?
A: Whoever accompanies the dog on contest day — the owner or the designated handler — must bring:
· A physical paper copy of current vaccination records (including Rabies), and a physical paper copy of the airline health certificate (specifically dated August 6th – August 13th, 2026).
· The dog’s care supplies, such as a leash, water dish, and waste bags.

Note: Digital photos or images on a phone/tablet will not be accepted at check-in.

Q9. What are the prizes?
A: Prizes by place:
· 1st Place: $5,000, a trophy, and a sponsored trip to New York for a live appearance on the NBC® Today Show (currently scheduled for August 15th– August 18th, 2026)
· 2nd Place: $3,000 + trophy
· 3rd Place: $2,000 + trophy
· Spirit Award: honors a dog whose biography and story embody resilience and inspiration (cannot be won two years in a row).

Q10. Who receives the prize money and trophy if the dog wins?
[bookmark: _Hlk210136983]A: All awards (monetary and trophies) are awarded solely to the registered owner of the dog as listed on the Contestant Entry Form. If a designated handler presents the dog on stage, that handler is not entitled to prize money or trophies.

Note: No cash or checks are distributed on-site at the event. Prize money is issued via check and mailed to the registered owner after the conclusion of the event, provided a completed IRS Form W-9 is on file with the Entry Office.

Q11. What if I can’t take my trophy home on contest day?
A: While the Association strongly encourages all winners to take their trophies home on-site or arrange for a guest to do so, we can facilitate shipping via UPS. Please be advised that trophies are shipped fully assembled in oversized, professional packaging. The registered owner is solely responsible for all associated costs, which have historically ranged from $150 to well over $500, depending on the destination. To initiate this process, the owner must provide the Entry Office with their credit card information and a confirmed shipping address on the night of the event. The Association assumes no liability for the trophy once it is in the possession of the carrier.

Q12. Who pays for the sponsored trip to New York if my dog wins?
A: NBC® covers travel expenses for the winning dog and the Handler-of-Record. The winning dog must travel with the same handler who presented the dog on stage. If the winner declines to participate, they keep the cash prize but forfeit the travel portion of the award.

Q13. Where can I get help with the entry process?
A: For help with fillable forms, saving, or emailing your packet, contact the Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association Entry Office directly. Please do not contact the general Sonoma County Fairgrounds office for contest-specific questions, as they do not manage the contestant database or travel logistics.  
Phone: 707-283-3247 | Email: entryoffice@sonomamarinag.com
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Page  1   of  2       The World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest   2026   Contestant Pa cket     To All Potential Contestants,     The Sonoma - Marin Agricultural Association is proud to announce the  2026   World’s Ugliest Dog® Contest,  to be held on Friday,  August   14 th ,  2026 , at 6:00 p.m .   PDT   at the  Sonoma County Fair   (running  August 7 th   – August 16 th , 2026 )   in  Santa Rosa, California !     We invite you and your one - of - a - kind canine to join us in this world - famous celebration where “ugly” means  unforgettable. Contestants will take the stage to show off their unique looks, quirks, and charm, all in good  fun and in honor of the incredible bond   between dogs and their people. But this contest is more than a  lighthearted tradition; it is a platform for advocating for adoption. Many of our contestants come from  shelters or rescues, proving that second chances transform lives. By entering, you help  us spread the  message that every dog has value regardless of appearance, and that the very traits that make a dog  “different” are often the ones that make them unforgettable.     We understand that while many owners want their pups to be recognized, not everyone loves the spotlight.  If you have a bit of stage fright or prefer to stay  out of the spotlight , you are welcome to have a friend, family  member, or professional handler present your dog on stage for the judges. As the owner, you simply fill out  this Contestant Packet and ensure that your chosen handler completes and submits the separate Handler  Pac ket. We want you to feel comfortable so that the focus stays exactly where it b elongs: on your amazing  dog!     To join the  2026   roster, please read the Official Rules included in this packet and complete the fillable Entry  Form and the Release & Waiver   portions . These are designed to be filled out digitally and emailed back to  us at  entryoffice@sonomamarinag.com . Please remember that if someone else is taking the stage with  your dog, their Handler Packet must also be submitted by the  same entry   deadline.     We are thrilled to welcome you and your dog into this joyful tradition. Together, we’ll celebrate uniqueness,  laughter, and the extraordinary love that makes every dog truly beautiful.     With excitement and gratitude,     The Sonoma - Marin Agricultural Association     Sonoma - Marin Agricultural Association       Important: All contestants must comply with the Official Contest Rules and Release & Waiver. Participation requires timely en try submission,  proof of current veterinary records, contest - day check - in, and adherence to all behavior and safety guidelines. If  someone other than the owner  will handle the dog during the contest, that individual must also complete a separate Handler Form & Waiver.     Throughout this packet, the terms Fourth District Agricultural Association (4th DAA) and Sonoma - Marin Agricultural Association refer to the  same organization.  

